Clinical trial on furapyrimidone in filariasis.
A clinical trial was carried out with furapyrimidone in treating 51 patients with B. malayi, 159 with W. bancrofti and eight with D. perstans using different dosage schedules. Two hundred and fifty-seven cases of Malayan and bancroftian filariasis were treated with hetrazan for comparison. The results based on the microfilaricidal effects suggest that furapyrimidone possesses similar therapeutic effects of hetrazan on Malayan filariasis at eight-month follow-up, and higher incidences of microfilarial disappearance of W. bancrofti infection (81.3%) at six-month follow-up. The drug was also effective against D. perstans. The side effects consisted of fever and irritation of the digestive tract. Fever may be related to allergic reaction of foreign protein from the dead or dying parasites. The side reactions are similar to those of hetrazan and usually not serious. Comparing the efficacies and side effects of furapyrimidone with different dosage schedules the authors recommend regimens of 15 to 20 mg/kg/day for six days in treating Malayan filariasis and 20 mg/kg/day for seven days in treating bancroftian filariasis.